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Listing of Claims: 



1 . (Previously Amended) A system for connecting a male member to a female member, the 
male and female members being relatively displaceable substantially along an axis lying in a 
plane, the system comprising: 

a pair of first projections each extending parallel to the plane and each having a first end 
spaced from a second end, each first end being fixed to a first one of the male and female ^ 
members, and each second end being resiUently movable with respect to(ftiefirst member) each 



second end including a first one of a cavity feature and a protrusion feature, and each first 
projection including a pair of first faces; and 

a pair of grooves in a second one of the male and female members, each groove 
extending parallel to the axis and receiving a respective one of the pair of first projections, and 
each groove including a second one of the cavity feature and the protrusion feature, the second 
feature cooperatively engaging the first feature such that the first member is centered about the 
axis with respect to\tfiesecond membe?and such that the first member is retained along the axis 
with respect to the second member, and each groove including at least two surfaces slidingly 
confronting respective ones of the pair of first faces and preventing relative displacement of the 
first and second members perpendicular to the plane. 

2. (Currently Amended) Th e syst e m according to claim L furth e r comprising: A system for 
connecting a male member to a female member, the male and female members being relatively 
displaceable substantially along an axis lying in a plane, the system comprising: 

a pair of first projections each extending parallel to the plane and each having a first end ^ 
spaced from a second end, each first end being fixed to a first one of the male and female 

^ ^T—' : ^ 



members, and each second end being resiliently movable with respect to fthe first member/each 



second end including a first one of a cavity feature and a protrusion feature, and each first 
projection including a pair of first faces; 

a pair of grooves in a second one of the male and female members, each groove 
extending parallel to the axis and receiving a respective one of the pair of first projections, and 
each groove including a second one of the cavity feature and the protrusion feature, the second 
feature cooperatively engaging the first feature such that the first member is centered about the 
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axis with respect to the second member and such that the first member is retained along the axis 
with respect to (the second member>and each groove including at least two surfaces slidingly 
confronting respective ones of the pair of first faces and preventing relative displacement of the 
first and second members perpendicular to the plane; and 



of the pair of grooves and preventing relative displacement of the first and second members 
perpendicular to the plane. 

3. (Previously Amended) The system according to claim 2, wherein there are a pair of the 
second projections, each of the second projections slidingly engaging respective surfaces of 
corresponding ones of the pair of grooves. 

4. (Original) The system according to claim 3, wherein the pair of first projections, the pair 
of grooves, and the pair of second projections commonly lie in the plane. 

5. (Original) The system according to claim 2, wherein each second projection is 
substantially rigidly fixed to the first member. 

6. (Original) The system according to claim 1, wherein each groove includes a generally C- 
shaped channel opening toward the axis. 

7. (Original) The system according to claim 1, wherein each second end being resiliently 
movable absorbs relative vibration between the first and second members. 

8. (Original) The system according to claim 1, wherein the cavity feature includes an 
aperture extending from each groove through the second member and the protrusion feature 
includes a tip of each second end. 



at least one second projection fixed to ^le^irst membe^and extending parallel to the 
plane, each second projection including a pair of second faces sHdingly engaging respective ones 
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9. (Original) The system according to claim 8, wherein the tip of each second end is visible 
in the aperture of each groove v^hen the first member is retained along the axis with respect to 
the second member. 



10. (Original) The system according to claim 8, wherein the tip of each second end tapers 
from a first size at least as large as its corresponding aperture to a second size smaller than the 
corresponding aperture. 

1 1 . (Previously Amended) A system for connecting a male member to a female member, the 
male and female members being relatively displaceable substantially along an axis lying in a 
plane, the system comprising: 

(a^pair of first projections each extending parallel to the plane and each having a first end 
spaced from a second end, each first end being fixed to a first one of the male and female 
members, each second end being resiliently movable with respect to (ttie first rnemb^ito absorb 
relative vibration between the male and female members, and each first projection including a 
pair of first faces; 

a pair of grooves in a second one of the male and female members, each groove 
extending parallel to the axis and receiving a respective one of the pair of first projections, and 
each groove including at least two surfaces shdingly confronting respective ones of the pair of 
first faces and preventing relative displacement of the first and second members perpendicular to 
the plane; 

a tip formed on each second end and an aperture extending from each groove through the 
second member, each tip tapering fi^om a first size at least as large as its corresponding aperture 
to a second size smaller than the corresponding aperture, and each tip cooperatively engaging its 
corresponding aperture such that the first member is centered about the axis with respect to the 
second member and such that the first member is retained along the axis with respect to the 
second member; each tip being visible in its corresponding aperture when the first member is 
retained along the axis with respect to the second member; and 

a pair of second projections fixed to the first member and extending parallel to the plane, 
each second projection having at least two second faces shdingly engaging corresponding 
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surfaces in respective ones of the pair of grooves to prevent relative displacement of the first and 
second members perpendicular to the plane. 

12. (Previously Amended) A method of connecting a male member to a female member, the 
male and female members being relatively displaceable substantially along an axis lying in a 
plane, the method comprising: 

providing a first one of the male and female members with a pair of first projections each 
extending parallel to the plane and each having a first end spaced from a second end, each first 
end being fixed to ^liTfirst ^^mb^ and each second end being resiliently movable with respect 
to the first member, each second end including a first one of a cavity feature and a protrusion 
feature, and each first projection including a pair of first faces; 

providing a second one of the male and female members with a pair of grooves, each 
groove extending parallel to the axis and receiving a respective one of the pair of first 
projections, each groove including a second one of the cavity feature and the protrusion feature, 
and each groove including at least two surfaces; 

aligning the male member with respect to the female member along the axis such that 
each groove will receive a respective one of the pair of first projections such that each of the first 
faces slidingly confronts a respective one of the surfaces so as to prevent relative displacement of 
the first and second members perpendicular to the plane; and 

relatively displacing the male member with respect to the female member until the 
second feature cooperatively engages the first feature such that 

the first member is centered about the axis with respect to the second 
member, 

the first member is retained along the axis with respect to the second 
member, and 

relative vibration between the first and second members is absorbed. 

13. (Currently Amended) Th e m e thod according to claim 12. furth e r comprising: A method 
of connecting a male member to a female member, the male and female members being 
relativelv displaceable substantially along an axis Iving in a plane, the method comprising: 
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providing a first one of the male and female members with a pair of first projections each 
extending parallel to the plane and each having a first end spaced from a second end, each first 
end being fixed toff^^fasFme^er, and each second end being resiUentlv movable with respect 
to the first member, each second end including a first one of a cavity feature and a protrusion 
feature, and each first projection including a pair of first faces; 

providing a second one of the male and female members with a pair of grooves, each 
groove extending parallel to the axis and receiving a respective one of the pair of first 
projections, each groove including a second one of the cavity feature and the protrusion feature, 
and each groove including at least two surfaces; 

aligning the male member with respect to the female member along the axis such that 
each groove will receive a respective one of the pair of first projections such that each of the first 
faces slidingly confronts a respective one of the surfaces so as to prevent relative displacement of 
the first and second members perpendicular to the plane; 

relatively displacing the male member with respect to the female member until the 
second feature cooperatively engages the first feature such that 



providing the first member with a pair of second projections extending parallel to the 
plane, each second projection including a pair of second faces slidingly engaging respective ones 
of the pair of grooves such that the first and second members are prevented fi-om relative 
displacement perpendicular to the plane. 

14. (Original) The method according to claim 12, wherein the protrusion feature is visible in 
the cavity feature when the first member is retained along the axis with respect to the second 
member. 



the^first memberis centered about the axis with respect to the second 




the first member is retained along the axis with respect to the second 



member, and 



relative vibration between the first and second members is absorbed; and 
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15. (Previously Presented) A connecting system comprising: 
a female member; 

a male member being relatively displaceable with respect to the female member, the 
relative displacement being substantially along an axis lying in a plane; 

a pair of^ Jirst projections extending from opposite sides of the male member and 
extending iparallel to the plane, each of the first projections having a first end spaced from a 
second end, each first end being fixed to the male member, and each second end being resiliently 
movable with respect to the male member, each second end including a protrusion feature; and 
a pair of grooves in the female member(ea ^groove exten din g^paralk t o the axis and receiving 
a respective one of the pair of first projections, and each groove including a cavity feature, the 
cavity feature cooperatively engaging the protrusion feature such that the male member is 
centered about the axis and absorbs vibration with respect to the female member and such that 
the male member is retained along the axis with respect to the female member. 



16 (New) A system for connecting an electrical component to a device comprising: 
^a mounting member;^"^ ^ 

an electrical component member including a first electrical connector adapted to be 
connected to a mating second electrical connector member, the mounting and electrical 
component members being relatively displaceable substantially along an axis lying in a plane; 

a pair of first projections each extending parallel to the plane and each having a first end 
spaced from a second end, each first end being fixed to a first one of the electrical component 
member and the mounting member, and each second end being resiUently movable with respect 
to the first one of the electrical component member and the mounting member, each second end 
including a first one of a cavity feature and a protrusion feature, and each first projection 
including a pair of first faces; and 

a pair of grooves in a second one of electrical component member and the mounting 
member, each groove extending parallel to the axis and receiving a respective one of the pair of 
first projections, and each groove including a second one of the cavity feature and the protrusion 
feature, the second feature cooperatively engaging the first feature such that the electrical 
component member is centered about the axis with respect to the mounting member and such 
that the electrical component member is retained along the axis with respect to the mounting 
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member, and each groove including at least two surfaces slidingly confronting respective ones of 
the pair of first faces and preventing relative displacement of the electrical component member 
and the mounting member perpendicular to the plane. 

17. (New) The system according to claim 16, wherein each second end being resiliently 
movable absorbs relative vibration between the mounting and electrical component members. 

18. (New) The system according to claim 16, further comprising: 

at least one second projection fixed to the electrical component member and extending 
parallel to the plane, each second projection including a pair of second faces slidingly engaging 
respective ones of the pair of grooves and preventing relative displacement of the electrical 
component and mounting members perpendicular to the plane. 

19. (New) The system according to claim 18, wherein each second projection is substantially 
rigidly fixed to the electrical component member. 
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